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JOHN KENT HALL
of lawful age, Witness herein, having been first
duly cautioned and sworn, as hereinafter
ceftified, was examined and said as follows:

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. MILLER:

Q. Good afternoon, Deputy Hall.
A, Good afternoon,.
Q. My name is Jed Miller. I'm a

lawyer for Everytown for Gun Safety, and I
represent the plaintiffs in the lawsuit, Erin
Gabbard versus Madison Local School District
Board of Educatioﬁ. I'm joined at the table by
a couple of my colleagues, who I will give a
moment to introduce themselves, and then I'll
turn it over to the other counsel at the table
to introduce themselves. We are obviously also
joined in this room by a court reporter.

MS. LEFKOWITZ: Hi, My name is
Alla Lefkowitz. I'm also an attorney £for the
plaintiffs in this case.,

MS. HITCHCOCK: My name is Krystan
Hitchcock, and I am an attorney for the
plaintiffs.

MR, MILLER: And I see you are

800-642-1099 A Veritext Company www,veritext.com
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joined by your counsel.

MR. FERGUSON: Dan Ferguson,
assistant prosecuting '‘attorney, Butler County,
Chio. I represent the sheriff's department and
representing the witness today in this
deposition.

MR. CONOVER: Brodi Conover on
behalf of the defendants in this c¢ase, the
Madison Local District School Board of
Education -- or Madison Local School District
Board of Education, my apologies, and Madison
Local School District superintendent Dr. Lisa
Tuttle-Huff.

MS. SHERMAN: Carly Sherman on
behalf of the deféﬁdants, as well.

BY MR. MILLER:
Q. Deputy Hall, have you ever given

prior testimony or deposition in any case?

I'd

A, Yes.

Q. How many times?

A. Through my whole career?

c. Yes, sir.

A, I used to arrest a lot of people,

so I would say a lot.

Q. So are you familiar with your

800-642-1099 A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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1 obligations when you testify under oath?
2 aA. Yes.
3 Q. You understand that above
4 everything else, you are -- since you are under
5 cath, you are required to testify truthfuliy and
6 accurately to the best of your ability?
7 A. Yes. Yes, sir.
8 Q. One other thing we should make sure

9 you understand is that if I ask a gquestion that

10 you do not understand or if I phrase something

11 unclearly, I need you to tell me so that I can

12 ask you a better question. Can we agree on

13 that?

14 A. Yes.

15 Q. Okay. Because we have a court

16 reporter here who is making a written transcript
17 of everything we say, we need your answers to be
18 verbal. She cannot get down head nods, shaking

19 your head, things of that nature. It's also
20 very difficult to transcribe the answers uh-huh
21 and uh-uh, both of which look very similar on

22 paper. Is that clear?

23 | A Yes, sir.
24 Q. Okay. Your attorney or the other

25 attorneys at the table may object to a question

David Feldman Worldwide
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I've asked. 1If they do, you still have to
answer the question unless they instruct you not
to answer it. Do you understand?

A, Yes.

Q. And then if you would like a break,
we absolutely can accommodate you. This is not
an endurance test. The only thing I'd ask is if
I have asked a question when you need a break,

that you answer any question that's pending

before we take a break. Is that fair?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Okay. We are going to be referring

to a couple of entities and things repeatedly in
this deposition, so I'd like to agree on a

couple of defined terms at the ocutset so we are

all clear what we're talking about.

This is a case agéinst the Madison
Local School District Board of Education. "' I'd
like to refer to the school district,

specifically the Madison Local School District,

as either Madison or the district. Is that

cleax? |
A. Yes.
Q. And by using the term board, I'll

be referring to the Madison Local School

David Feldman Worldwide
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District Board of'Education. Is that also
clear?

A, Yes. - f

Q. Would you state your full name and
spell it for the record, please?

A. John Kent Hall, J O H N, KENT,
HALL. B

Q. And where are you employed, Deputy
Hall?

A, I'm employed at the Butler County

Sheriff's Office as a part-time deputy. I'm
also eﬁployed through Madison Township as a fire
chief.

Q. And what is your relationship to
the Madison Local School District?

A. What is my what?

Q. Your relationship to the Madison
Local School District.

A. I'm a school resource officer.

Q. And that is a job or a duty you
perform in connection with your position as a

deputy with the sheriff's department; is that

right?
A, That is correct.
Q. Are you under the influence of any
David Feldman Worldwide
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medications or cother substances that could
affect your ability to testify here today?

A. I take medication, but it's not
going to affect my ability to testify, no.

Q. Okay. And lastly, are you
testifying pursuant to a subpoena in this
matter?

"A.  Yes.

MR. MILLER: Could you please mark
this as X, Exhibit X7

(Thereupon, Plaintiffs' Exhibit X,
Subpoena, was marked for purposes of
identification.)
BY MR. MILLER: ‘

Q. The court reporter is handing you a

document that has been marked with a yellow

sticker showing that it's Exhibit X. Do you see
that?

A. Yes.

Q. What is this document, sir?

A. A subpoena.

Q. Is this the subpcocena that you

received in connection with your testimony here
today?

A. I did not physically receive this.

800-642-1099 A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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I was told by Chief Deputy Dwyer that I had a

subpoena, and he sent me a picture of it via

text.

Q. I see. You can set that documgnt
aside. How did you prepare for your deposition
today?

A, I have had some conversations with

the prosecutor here --

Q. Okay.

A, -- in relation to my testimony
today.

Q. Okay. I doen't want to inqgquire

about any of the conversations you have had with
the prosecutor. Have you spoken to anyone else
othexr than the coﬁnty -- the lawyer that's
representing you?

A. No, sir,

Q. Have you spoken with defense
counsel in connection with your testimony here
today?

A. No, sir.

Q. Have you spoken with any members of

the school district Board of Education®?

A. No, sir.
Q. And what about with the
David Feldman Worldwide
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superintendent or anyone that works for the
Board of Education?

4. No, sir,.

Q. Did you bring any documents with
you today?

A. No, sir.

Q. What does the term security
pPersonnel mean to you with.respect to the
Madison Local School Distfict?

MR. CONOVER: Objection.

THE WITNESS: Security personnel?

MR. MILLER: Correct.

THER ﬁITNESS: If you just say
security personnel, it's a wide term in my
opinion.

BY MR. MILLER:

Q. Okay. What would it mean for
someone to be securify peréonnel at the Madison
Local School District in your view?

A, Well, in my view, we don't have
security personnel at Madison school, but --

Q. Okay;

A. Like I said, security personnel is
a very wide term.

Q. What are some of the things that in

800-642-1099 A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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your view would constitute security personnel?

A, You have security personnel in the
malls. You have security personnel in
hospitals.

Q. What are some of the things that

they do that make them security personnel in
your view? -

MR. FERGUSON: I'm going to object
to all of this, because he is being asked for
his opinion about matters that are legal issues
that are subject to definition under the Ohio
Revised Code. They are what th;y are. Go ahead
and answer.

THE WITNESS: Could you repeat the
question?

MR. MILLER: Would you mind reading
it back, please?

(Record read.) \

THE WITNESS: Some examples,
security personnel at a mall would be to monitor
and report anything that occurs at a mall.
Security personnel at alhospital could be a wide
variety, you know, all the way from medical
personnel coming in to assisting life squads to

investigating suspicious people on their

|

David Feldman Worldwide
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property.
BY MR. MILLER:

Q. Has Madison ever employed someone
that you would view as security personnel?

A, No, sir.

Q. Are you, as a school resource
officer assigned to the Madison Schools, a

security person or security personnel?

A, No, sir.

Q. Why not?

A. Because I'm a certified police
officer.

Q. And how does that keep you from

being a security éersonnel?

A, I'm a certified police officer, a
deputy sheriff, that has went thfough OPOTA
training, and that's how I, in my opinion,

believe that I'm a certified peace officer.

Q. Okay. What's the purpose of having

armed staff at Madison Schools in your view?

A. What's the purpose of having armed
staff?
Q. Yes.
A. I can only give an opinion of what
the school board -- the school board has
David Feldman Worlciwide
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approved armed teachers at my school.

Q. We have asked members of the school
board to speak on their reasons for --

A. Right.

Q. -- arming staff. I'm wondering
whether you have a view of what armed staff do

| for the district.

A, I don't really have an opinion on

it. I work at the schecocl feor the sheriff's
office as a school rescurce officer. What the

board does as far as their policies and

procedures is really of no concern to me.
Q. What have your interactions been
with the personnel who are armed at Madison

Schools?

My interactions?
Yes.

I haven't had any.

Lo T o B

Do you know who the armed personnel
are?

; ;
I do. |
And do you know how many there are? |

' A. I do. |

MR. CONOVER.: If I can gquickly |

interject, I think we are probably entering an |

I |

David Feldman Worldwide
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area that we have previously designated as
highly confidential pursuant to a
confidentiality agreement among the parties, and
I just want to note that we probably would be at
some latef point designating some of this
information as highly confidential and subject
to some sort of redaction between the parties.
MR. MILLER:. Understood.
BY MR. MILLER:

Q. I'm going to direct your attention
to an exhibit that we previously introduced that
is Exhibit L.

(Thereupon, Plaintiffs' Exhibit L,
Resolution to allow armed staff in school safety
zone, having been'previoﬁsly marked, was
presented for purposes of identification.)

BY MR. MILLER:

Q. Do you recognize Exhibit L, Deputy
Hall?

A, I need a second to read it.

0. Sure.

A, It looks like a motion by the
board.

Q. Have~you ever- seen the document

marked as Exhibit L before?

David Feldman Worldwide
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A, No, sir.

Q. Were you present at the school
board meeting where the resolution shown in
Exhibit L was passed by the school board?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you have any specific
recollection of the meeting where this
resolution was paésed?

A. The only recollection I have of the

meeting was the agenda came up, and it was
passed, and then there was some questions in the |
crowd about was that the resolution. Some I
people was a little bit confused in the crowd,
because there was a large crowd there, that the
agenda was passed. That's the only recollection
I have. - |

Q. Okay; Do you have any reason to
believe that this document‘shown as Exhibit L is
not the school district's resolution to allow

armed staff in the school safety zone?

A, I have never seen this document.
Q. Okay.
A, I was at the meeting when they

passed the resolution. . l

Q. Pointing your -- directing your
|

David Feldman Worldwide

200-642-1099 A Veritext Company www,veritext.com



CONFIDENTIAL - ATTORNEYS EYES ONLY

Page 18
1 attention to the end of the first paragraph.
2 Would you agree that a purpose of the resolution
3 is to be prepared and eguipped to defend and
4 protect our students?
5 | MR. FERGUSON: I'm going to object
6 to the question. _The document says what it
7 says. |
8 | MR. CONOVER: Objection.
9 MR. FERGUSCON: It is what it is.

10 | It speaks for itself.

11! MR. MILLER: You can answer the

12I questi&n.

13 THE WITNESS: What was the

‘14 question? i
15 MR, MILLER:» Could you read it i
le back, please?

17 {Record read.)

18 THE WITNESS: What's the question?
19| BY MR. MILLER:

205 Q. Is a purpose of the resolution to i
21| allow the school district to be prepared and

22 | equipped to defend and protect students?

23 A. That statement is in the i

24 resolution, yes. |

25; Q. Would you agree that's a purpose of |

| |
David Feldman Worldwide
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arming Madison school teachers?
A, I would say in the board's mind.
In my opinion, by them arming teachers is to

provide -- protect the students at the school.

Y

Q. Do you know how armed personnel are
supposed to protect students at the school?

A, The policy that I was instructed on |
teachers was they are to not pursue individuals l
that are potentiaily on schoeol property. They
are to stay in their classroom and protect the
environment that they are currently in and theirx
kids in their classroom.

Q. In an emergency like an active
shooter situation, does the role of the armed
staff differ at all from that of unarmed staff?

aA. In my opinion, the only difference

would be the teacher in 2 classroom that is

armed would be better equipped to protect

themselwves and their kids.

Q. And specifically how would they be
better equipped?
A. Because they would be armed.
Q. And being armed would allow them to
do what?
A, Protect themselves and the kids in
David Feldman Worldwide
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the classroom.

Q. I apologize for asking an obvious
guestion, but do unarmed staff carrxry firearms on
Madison Local School District property?

A. Not to my knowledge.

Q. And do staff that are not
authorized by the‘board to carry a firearm in

fact carry a firearm on school district

property?
A, Repeat the question, please.
Q. Staff that have not,been authorized

to carry on school property, do they nonetheless
have firearms?

A. To my knowledge, they do not, no.

Q. Okay7 And is that a difference
between unarmed staff and armed staff?

A, An unarmed staff member and an
armed staff member is different, yeah.

Q. Do armed staff have the authority

-to use deadly force in certain circumstances on

school district property?

A. I would say that if they are
confronted with an active shooter, they are
permitted to protect themselves and their kids.

Q. And that includes protecting

David Feldman Worldwide
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themselves and their kids through the use of
deadly force; is that right?

A, I would say they are able to
protect themselves in ény way or means that they
can.

MR. FERGUSON: I'm going to object
to the guestion again, because you are asking
again for something that's defined in Ohio law
and is legal. The rights of defense and how you
employ it is wvery well-defined in Ohio law.

BY MR. MILLER:

Q. Do armed staff have any specialized
training for responding to emergencies like
active shooters?

A, Do armed staff have any specialized
training?

Q. Yes, specifically for responding to
emergencies like an active shooter.

aA. The armed staff at Madison Schools
are -- what I have been told are CCW pexmits and
are through the FASTER program and are
interviewed by the school board.

Q. And you view that training
associated with CCW permits and the FASTER

program as training that these staff receive

David Feldman Worldwide
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that other unarmed staff do not?

MR. CONOVER: Objection.

THE WITNESS: Repeat the gquestion.
BY MR. MILLER:

Q. The training you've just made
reference to, is that'training that's provided
to all staff at the school district in your
understanding, or only to those individuals
authorized to carry a firearm?

MR. CONOVER: Objection.
THE WITNESS: My opinion, only the
ones that are appfoved to carry.

BY MR. MILLER:

Q. Have you taken FASTER training
yourself?

A, I have not.

Q. Do you know what FASTER training

comprises?

A, Somewhat.
Q. What does FASTER training entail?
A. The literature that I read over was

around 15 to 16 hours of range shooting,
barricade shooting, and then approximately 15 or
16 hours of critical first aid management.

Q. And where does your knowledge of

David Feldman Worldwide
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this information come from?

A. I believe I read it in a brochure
or online somewhere.

Q. Have you spoken with any FASTER
representativés?

A, I spoke to one at a school board
meeting one night.

Q. Was that in July of 20187

A. I'm not sure.

Q. Was it at the public meeting held
in the gym?

A. I was not at that meeting, so it
would not have been that one.

Q. Was it at a board meeting?

A . Yes.

Q. Do you know what that individual's
name was?

A. I do not.

Q. And did that individual provide you

any information in person about what FASTER

|

training entails?
A. No. The reason why I found out he

was a FASTER member was he had an item on his

belt that I was.inquiring what it was, if it was -

25‘ a large knife or what, but ended up being a

|
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medical device. So that's how our conversation
started, and he identified himself as one of the
members of the FASTER program.

Q. But you gﬁys didn't discuss what
FASTER training entails?

A. No, sir.

Q. Okay. So your knowledge, if I --

not to put words in your mouth, but just to try

to recap, your knowledge of what FASTER training

entails comes from FASTER literature and/or from
the FASTER website? 1Is that what you testified
to?
\
A. Yes.
Q. Okay. Do you know whether FASTER

training entails training in how to use a

- firearm to engage an active shooter?

A, I believe so on what I have read
online and in the brochures.
Q. Do you know whether it includes

training to identify threats and threatening

behavior?
A. I do not.
Q. Do you know whether it includes

training in situational awareness?

A. I do not.

David Feldman Worldwide
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Q. Do you know whether it includes

training on how to move while carrying a

. 3

firearm?

A. I would assume s0, since barricade
shooting encompasses that. So I would assume
s0.

Q. What is barricade shooting?

A, Going from structure to structure

using a barricade as, you know, self-defense.

Q. And how would you apply that
training in a scenario -- strike that.

How is that training relevant for
armed staff members at Madison Local School
District?

A. You could -~ if you are engaged
with an active shooter, you definitely want to
find some type of barricade or blocking device
to -- you know, to protect yourself.

Q. Does that training comprise how to
move while shootiﬁg?

A. I would assume so.

Q. Do you know whether the FASTER
training includes training to enter, cleaxr, and
secure spaces like classrooms?

A. I do not.

-

J
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Q.
training to ambush an attacker?

A.

Q.
A,

Q.

A.

Q.

a peace officer; is that the correct

A,

Q.

A.

|
Page 26 ,

Do you know whether it includes

I

Do you know whether it includes

I

do not.

training on firearms retention?

do not.

Do you know whether it includes

I

firearm in a crisis?

do not.

training to manage physical stress when using a

You said you have been certified as

terminology?

Ye

sS.

And how did you obtain that

certificaticn,

'Going through OPOTA training

Okay.

sir?

several years ago'and then keeping up on
trainings every year.
Q.
you go through OPOTA training?

About how many years ago did

800-642-1099

A Veritext Company

A, Approximately 26, 27 years ago.
Q. Okay. Do you still remember it l
clearly? |
A. No
David Feldman Worldwide
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Q. Okay. Are you familiar with whatl
OPOTA training for officers today is comprised
of?

A. Not totally, no.

Q. Do you know whether it's similar teo
the training you took approximately 26 years
ago®?

A, When I took it 26, 27 years ago, it
was 500 hours of training, and it's" now up to

over 800 hours --

Q. Okay.
A. -- of training, so no. |
Q. Is the FASTER program that Madison

armed personnel undertake the same as the OPOTA
training you are referencing?

A. I don't know, sir,.

Q. How many hours is the FASTER
program, if you know?

A. Like I said, 1 read it online, it's
approximately 35, 34 hours. I'm not sure,
though, the total.amount.

Q. That's a far different number from
the roughly 800 you mentioned a second ago; is

i |

that right?

A. 30 is different than 800, yes.

David Feldman Worldwide
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Q. Okay; Based on that difference,
are you able to determine whether the FASTER
program is, in fact, OPOTA peace officer
training®?

MR. CONOVER: Objection.
THE WITNESS: I have no idea.

BY MR. MILLER:
Q. What is your role as the school

resource officer in responding to an active

. shooterxr?
A. My role would be to go to the
threat.
Q. Okay. And that means what exactly?
A. Go to the threat, stop the threat.
Q. And how do you know'that is part of

your responsibilities?
A. That's why -- that's why I'm there.
Q. - Is that -- do you have these
responsibilities in some wrikten form, or has

this been communicated to you in some other way?

A, Just being a police officer. They
hire a police officer. That's why I'm there.,
Q. Do you have special training to

perform this action of moving towards an

attacker and engaging them?

David Feldman Woerldwide
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A, We have training at the sheriff's
office throughout the year that -- you know, :
that we have firearms.training, we have active
shooter training, we have CPR, first aid, we
have drivers training. You know, we have
different trainings throughout the year.

Q. Are all of those trainings relevant

to how you would respond in an active shooter

situation?
A. All the trainings are relevant to
‘what my job is. Whether I'm in a school, on the

street, in a mall, it's relative to my job.
Q. When you are on duty at Madison

Local School District, are you in uniform?

A. Yes.

Q. Always?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you ever appear out of uniform

while on duty at Madison Schools?

A. On occasion if we have a training
day or something that I might)use a dress down
uniform, BDUs, and é collar with markings of the

Butler County Sheriff's Office on it.

Q. A BDU is a battle dress uniform?
a. It's just a training uniform.
David Feldman Worldwide
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1 Q. OCkay. But you, under no
2 circumstances, attempt to obscure your identity
3 or -- your identity or your role as a sheriff's
4 deputy while on duty at Madison Local School
5 District?
6 A. TNo, sir. |
7 Q. Is that correct? ,
8 A. No, sir,
S Q. Why not?
10 A. It's just required through the
11 sheriff's office that we have to have a uniform

12 on.

13 Q. Do you know why it's required?

14 a. You'd have to ask Sheriff Jones.

153 Q. Is there é—safety purpose behind

16; that requirement? '
1'7I A. You'd have to ésk Sheriff Jones.

18 Q. I don't intend to subpoena your

19 boss. Are you the only SRO at Madison?

20 A. No.

21 | Q. How many SROs d;es Madison have?
22 A, There's two.

23 | Q. How long have there been two SROs?
24 A. We jﬁst turned 2019. Sometime in,

25 I'm going to say, April of 2015, but I'm not --

David Feldman Worldwide
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don't hold me to that, the second one started.

Q. How long have you been an SRO at
Madison?

A. Since February of 2015
. approximately.

Q. Were you the second- SRO hired or

the first?

A; Well, there's been several there.

Q. I see. Have you been on duty at
Madison ~- since being assigned there in
February 2015, have you been there continuously
is what I'm asking?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. And does Madison have any security

personnel who are not SROs?

| A. No, sir.
| (Thereupon, Plaintiffs' Exhibit D,
Madison School Reéource Officer Contract, having

been previously marked, waé presented for

| purposes of identification.)
BY MR. MILLER:

Q. I'm going to show you a document |
that's marked as Exhibit D. If you don't mind,

I'1l]l take back the exhibits that we are not

using and hand you the correct one. I

L ———— —_— —_—
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MR. MILLER: D, as in Delta. It

should be a -- I'll ask him what it is.

BY MR. MILLER:

Q. Do you recognize this document,
sir, that's marked Exhibit D7

A. I do not.

Q. If you turn to page two, under the
signature line sheriff, do you recognize the

name there®?

A, Yes. |
Q. Do you recognize the signature?
A. Well, I don't see it that often,

but it appears to be the signature of Sheriff
Jones,

Q. And Sheriff Jones is the Butler ‘
County sheriff; is that right?

A, Yes.

Q. Do you have any reason to believe
this document is not the Madison school resocurce
officer contract between the sheriff's office
and the Madison Lécal School District concerning
the provision of SROs?

A, Well, like I said, I've never seen

it before, but it does state at the top of it

Madison school resource officer contract. i

—
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Q. I want to direct your attention to
the paragraph one on the first page. That is
the page with the little number 284 in the
corner. So paragraph one, and the second
sentehce, which states that the officers will
patrol exclusively at Madison Schools to keep
the peace, protect the property, and perform
other necessary police functions in the school
district. Do you see where it says that?

A. Yes.

MR. CONOVER: To clarify, that's
the third sentence, not the second.

MR. MILLER: Thank you.
BY MR. MILLER:

Q. That is, in fact, the third
sentence in paragraph one, is it not?

A, Yes.

Q. Thanks. Does that describe your
jJob duties as an SRO at Madison Local Schools as
you understand them?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you have any duties that are not
described‘in the overview in those terms?

A, Well, there are numerous duties

that we perform there --

]
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Q. I'm sure.

A. -~ You know, that are not listed in
these -- in this sentence.

Q. . Okay.

A, You know, traffic control, you
know, or numerous other things that we do. So
it's a wide statement and sentence.

Q. Okay; Would your response to an

active shooter on campus fall within one of the
duties ;hat's listed or in some other duty?

‘A. Probably fall under keep the peace.

Q. You can put this document aside.
Are the roles and responsibilities of armed
school personnel -- strike that. Excuse me.

Are the roles and responsibilities

of Madison school personnel generally when
responding to an active shooter spelled out in

any document that you are aware of?

A, Of just normal --

Q. Of any --

A, -- teachers?

Q. Of any school personnel .at the

school, is there --
A, The school has an emergency

operating guideline.

David Feldman Worldwide
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Q. Okay:

A, In that guideline, it has
information pertaining to active shooter.

Q. Okay. Is there a section -- strike
that.

The guideline you are referring to,
is that the district's emergency management
plan?

A, I would say so. It's an emergency
operating guideline that I have in:my office
that I've went through a couple times, but --

Q. And that emergency operating
guideline, is that part of a comprehensive
emergency management plan or emergency response
plan, like an all hazards plan?

A. It's an emergency operation
guideline that the superintendent put together
to cover a variety of emergencies that could
possibly occur.

Q. And so it's part of a larger
document you mean?

A. It's -- yes.

Q. Does that document describe the
roles and responsibilities of unarmed staff in

responding to an active shooter situation?

David Feldman Worldwide
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A. I've briefly went through the
guidelines, but I don't recall anything
particular.

Q. Do you know whether it describes
roles and responsibilities of armed staff in
responding to an emergency like an active
shooter?

A. Not that I recall. |

Q. Do the roles and responsibilities

of a particular staff member in responding to an
active shooter depend on that person's job

duties to your knowledge?

MR. CONOVER: Objection.

THE WITNESS: Repeat the question, |
please.

MR . MILLER: Can you read it back?

(Record read.)

THE WITNESS: That's kind of a
confusing question. I don't understand the
question.

BY MR. MILLER:

Q. How are Madison school personnel,
teachers and others, non-teaching personnel, how ‘
are they supposed to respond in the event of an ‘

active shooter if you know?

David Feldman Worldwide ’
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A, Well, we have drills at the school,
different drills that if they are made -- if
there's an announcement made that there's an
intruder in the building, then they are supposed
to respond according to those drills.

Q. Okay. I understand there are
drills, and I would like to ask you a couple
questions about those, as well. But I'm
wondering what physical actions the staff
members take. Do you know what actions they
take?

A. The physical actions that a staff
member would take would be up to the staff
member. I can't really tell you exactly what a
staff member would do with not being there I
mean.

Q. Okay.

A. They are going to do what they feel
is best for themselves.

Q. Okay; And do you know whether
there's any guidance provided to staff members
in the form of a document or otherwise regarding
how they are supposed to respond?

A. The guidance is the training and

the drills that we have --

800-642-1099 A Veritext Company www, veritext.com
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Q. Okay.
-~ at the school.
Q. And what do the training and drills

that you hold at the school instruct staff
members to do in an emergency like an active
shooter? ' _

A. We train on the ALICE concept, you
know, the alert and lockdown and inform and
counter. That's what we have been trained on is
the ALICE concept.

Q. Okay.

A, So it's up to eaéh particular staff
member and teacher to listen to what's going on,
and then they reséond appropriately.

Q. Okay. And this ALICE concept '
for -- strike that.

I believe you have just described
what the acronym ALICE stands for; is that
right?

A. Some parts of it, yes.

Q. Is there a hierarchy or almost a
flowchart of actions one is supposed to take
under this ALICE concept?

a. There's not a flowchart. There's

training to tell what each acronym means.

David Feldman Worldwide
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Q. Okay.
A. But it's -- each incident is
different;
Q. Sure.
| A. So whatever -- wherever you are at

and whatever you hear is how you should respond.
Q. Is there a preferred hierarchy of

actions you are supposed to take under ALICE®?

aA. No, sir.

Q. And so some folks might think it's
best to lock down; is that right?

aA. That's correct. |

Q. And some might choose to flee?

Al That's correct.

Q. Is that right? And what were some
of the other actions you might take under ALICE?

A, Counter.

Q. And what is that?

A, Fight.

Q. Anything else?

A. The other acronym is inform, and
then the other one is alert.

Q. And what do those twe concepts
mean?

A, Alert means that's how you get the

David Feldman Worldwide
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1 information, either you've heard something loud
2 or you've heard an announcement over the
3 speaker. And then the inform is, you know,
4 calling 9-1-1 or calling the office.
5 Q. Are armed staff members also --
6 strike that.
7 How many drills have you conducted
8 on -- involving Madison School District
9 personnel this year? And by this year, I mean
10 this school year beginning in August or
11l | September of 2018,
12 A, I don't recall.
13 Q. Is it more than ten?
14 A. I would say not.
15 Q. Do you think it's more than five?
lé A. I don't recall.,
17 Q. How many drills do you recall
18 specifically®?
19 A. I doﬁ't recall.
20 Q. Are there different types of
21| drills? ‘
22 A. Well, there's fire drills, there's
23 tornado drills, there's safety drills --
24 Q. Okay.
25 A. -- there's lockdown drills.
| David Feldman Wér]dwide
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Q. Ckay. Which drills would be

| applicable in the response to an armed shooter?
Obviously not a fire drill, for example, right?

A, Which drills would be --

Q. Which drills prepare the staff to
respond to an armed shooter, which types of
drills?

a. Well, that would be the ALICE '
concept.

Q. Okay. How many ALICE concept
drills have been conducted at Madison Local |
School District this school year to your
knowledge? f

A. I don't recall.

Q. Have there been any?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay; More than one?

A. Definitely, yeah. Yeah, more than I
one. Yeah.

Q. Okay. I

A. I believe. ‘

Q. Have there been any actual
lockdowns at Madison Local School District this
year? '

A. Drills®?

David Feldman Worldwide |
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Q. No, actual real life lockdowns.
A. No.
Q. Okay. No security risks or threats

presented that necessitated a lockdown, at least
not this year?

A, Not that I recall. At times road
patrol will maybe get into a police pursuit or
they will be looking for a subject that would be

close to the school and we might do a lockout.
. N

Q. I see.

i A. Which --

Q. You pra;tice that, as well?

A. Yeah.

Q. Are those lockout practices in |
addition to the ALICE drills you've just
mentioned?

A. Yes.

Q. What is your reole in an ALICE
drill? What do you do?

A. I mostly observe. The one we did
this year, I kind of headed the drill up and put

it on for the staff. Just mostly observe and
seeing how they are doing, and then we talk
about it after and see --
Q. Okay. !
David Feldman Worldwide
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A, -- pros and cons.

Q. Do all staff on site participate in
the ALICE drill when it occurs®?

A, I don't know. You'd have to ask
the school. Because I don't knéw if everybody
is there or not.

Q. Okay. Do armed staff do anything

different in an ALICE drill than unarmed staff?

A, No, sir, not ~- not to m§
knowledge, no.

Q. In an actual active shooter
Ssituation, would armed staff be required to or
be directed to identify themselves in some
fashion as armed staff?

MR. CONOVER: OCbjection.
THE WITNESS: There's a policy.
BY MR. MILLER:

Q. And before you go too much fur£her,
I don't actually need you to explain necessarily
how they are identified, if they are. I'd just
like you to explain whether they take actions to
identify themselves.

MR. CONOVER: Can I ask for a
clarification? Are you talking about

identifying to the sheriff's office or to an

David Feldman Worldwide
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armed intruder? I jusf s

MR. MILLER: I'm going to
explore -- I'm going to explore all of those ,
permutations. And I realize we have sort of
gotten off the gquestion a little bit, so if you
don't mind going back up and rereading the
question as I asked it. And if you need
clarification of anything, let me know.

(Record read.)

THE WITNESS: There's a policy with
the school that if there's an incident, the
armed staff does have items that will identify
themselves to the sheriff's office.

BY MR. MILLER:

Q. And is that -- when you say by
sheriff's office, are you including yourself in
that?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. : And so they use some sort of item

to identify themselves to you as armed staff; is |

that right?

A, And to other rcad patrel and
personnel. . I

Q. To other responding sheriff's ‘

department personnel?

|
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A. Uh-huh. Yes.

Q. Do they practice using those items
to identify themselves during the drills or not?

A, No, sir.

Q. Why do they use this item to
identify themselves to sheriff's department
pPerscnnel? ‘

A. If road patrol shows up on an
active shooter scene and they are in the midst
of students and have a firearm, then they could
be easily identified by the police officers.

Q. They could, in fact, be
misidentified, isn't that right, misidentified
as an assailant, éorrect?

A, The reason why they are wearing or
using this certain item is so they can be
identified as an armed staff teacher.

Q. And the reason you would want them
identified as an armed staff member is to avoid
confusion about whether they are an attacker; is
that correct?

A. It's for the purpose of identifying
for road deputy personnel.

Q. And it's so the road deputies don't

engage them by accident; is that right?

David Feldman Worldwide

800-642-1099 - A Veritext Company ~ www.veritext.com



0 A oo O bW R

10
11
12
13
14
15
le
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

LN

CONFIDENTIAL - ATTORNEYS EYES ONLY

Page 46

aA. It's so the road patrol deputies
know that they are armed personnel.

Q. And in fact authorized to be armed
on site?

A. That they are armed staff
personnel.

Q. I believe you testified a little

while ago about a portion of the emergency

H

management plan or an emergency management
policy relating to an active shooter situation,

which you -- I believe you testified provided

some guidance to staff in their roles and

responsibilities in such an emergency; is that
right?

A, - As far as training?

C. As far as their role ~- that
defined or provided guidance concerning staff
members' roles and responsibilities in an
emergency like an active shooter.

A. The gquestion is have I had
correspondence with staff about active shooter
situations? 1Is that‘what your question is?

Q. I'm ultimately looking to
understand how staff understand their roles and

responsibilities in responding teoe an active
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shooter. And I believe you testified there was
a document of some type that provided guidance,

but I wanted to confirm that. I didn't want to

put words in yocur mouth. Is there such a
document?
A, Well, in my opinion, the staff have

been trained on the active ALICE concept --
Q. Okay.
A. -- for active shooter. That's what

we have been trained on.

Q. OCkay.
A, Does that answer your question?
Q. In part, yes. Sc one way that

staff know their role in responding to an
emergency is.throﬁgh the ALICE drills that yéu
conduct on site, is that what you're saying?

A. Yes.

Q. And are there any policies or
procedures in written form that are given to
staff or shown to them that also describe their
roles and responsibilities? ’

A, The first thing I think of is the
guideline that I spoke of earlier.

Q. Okay. Again, to clarify, what was

this guideline again?

J
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A. It's the emergency operations
guideline that all staff and teachers have --

Q. Okay.

A, -- for different situations and
emergencies that might occur in the school.

Q. And this i1s a guideline that

includes some specific direction about an active

shooter response; is that right?

A . Yes, sir.

Q. And this is -~ you said this is a
guideline that's actually provided to staff
members ?

A, Yes.

Q. Is this provided to all staff
members?

a. I would assume so, yes.

Would you assume that includes both

teaching staff and non-teaching staff, like

custodians, administrators, and others?

A. I would assume so.
Q. Do you know so?
A. I haven't physically seen them give

a copy to each staff member, but I would assume

each party would have one.

Q. Do you have any role in providing
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that document to staff members?

A, No, sir.

Q. Okay. Are you an author of that
document?

A No, sir.

Q. Who maintains it? Like who keeps
it up to date?

A. In my opinion, it would be the
superintendent.

Q. Is it you? It's not you, is it?

A. In my opinion, it would be the
superintendent.

Q. Okay.

A, I'm not the superintendent.

Q. Are you aware of anything else that

spells out the responsibilities of staff in
responding to an armed shooter situation?

A. Just what I've spoke of.

Q. Okay. Are you aware of any
non-written forms of guidance that's provided fo
staff, whether it's verbal or otherwise,
concerning how they are supposed to respond in

an emergency?

A, Not that I'm aware of.
Q. Did you provide any direct training
David Feldman Worldwide
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to armed staff concerning their roles and
responsibilities in responding to an active
shooter?

A, No, sir.

Q. Do you conduct any trainings that
specifically focus on armed staff in response to

an active shcooter®?

A, Neo.

Q. Or in response to any other
emergency?

A No, sir,

Q. Do you conduct any special

trainings at all with armed staff to your

knowledge? . {
A. No, sir.
Q. What types of emergencies are armed

staff authorized to use their firearms in?

MR. CONOVER: Objection.

THE WITNESS: In my opinion, the
armed staff, their responsibility is to do
exactly what I spoke of earlier, is to protect

the kids that they are currently in charge of in

their classroon.
BY MR. MILLER:
Q. Are they supposed to leave their
David Feldman Worldwide
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classroom under any circumstances?
A According to the policy that I've-
been informed, no, they are not.
Q. What policy is it that you are

referring to?

A, The school policy.
Q. Does it have a name or a title?
A. I'm not sure.
Q. Have you ever seen the policy
| yourself that you are referring to?
AT I have. I have. I have seen it.
Q. Are staff members only permitted to

il

use their firearms in response to an active
shooter, or are they also permitted to use them
in response to other types of emergency if you
know?

MR. CONOVER: Objection.

THE WITNESS: In my opinion, an
armed staff member, if they feel threatened,
they have the right to protect themselves and

the kids that they are in charge of.

| BY MR. MILLER:

Q. So that would not necessarily be

limited to an active shooter emergency; is that

right?

|
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A. In my opinion, an armed staff
member has a right to protect themselves and
their kids.

Q. And I'm sorry, is that only during
an active shooter, or also in other situations
that might presenﬁ such a threat?

A, What other situations are you

talking about?

Q. You tell me,

A. You're asking the question. You
tell me.

Q. What are the rules of engagement --

MR. CONOVER: Objection.
BY MR. MILLER:
Q. - - tﬁe rﬁles of engagement forx
armed staff specifically?

MR. CONOQOVER: Objection.

THE WITNESS: 1In my opinion, they
are not to engage. They are to protect
themselves and their kids in their immediate
area and classroom, So they are not to engage.
That's my job.

BY MR. MILLER;:
Q. Do you know the criteria under

which they are permitted to use deadly force?

David Feldman Worldwide
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A, In my opinion, they would be

allowed to use force to protect themselves and

their kids.
Q. What is that opinion based on?
A. If you get threatened by an active

shooter, then you have the right to protect
yourself, .
Q. Are there any other criteria that

you are aware of for when staff are permitted to

use their firearms?
A. Repeat the question.
Q. Are you aware of any other criteria

for when staff are permitted to use their
firearms? ‘
A. Staff would be permitted to use
‘their firearm to protect themselves and the
kids.
Q. I assume -- let me not assume.
' Protect themselves or the kids agadinst any
threat or some particular level of threat?

A, A threat that they fear for the

safety of themselves and their kids.

|

| Q. Do you know whether there are

| eriteria specifically for when staff are allowed

to access or draw their firearm?

David Feldman Worldwide
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A, No, I do notﬁ

Q. Are authorized personnel, and by
that term I mean persons'who are authorized to
carry a firearm by the board, are these
authorized personnel, in fact, armed at all

times when on school property?

A, I would assume so.
I Q. Do you know?
A. I know that the school board has

passed a policy, and I know that they have
advised me that they have personnel that are
armed.

Q. Okay. Do you do anything to verify
whether authorized staff are, in fact, carrying
their firearms? | -

A, I do not.

| 0. Is having armed staff on site
| intended to deter an attack?

MR. CONOVER: Objection.

THE WITNESS: Having armed staff on
site, according to the school board policy, is
for safety and security of the kids and
themselves.

BY MR. MILLER:

Q. Do you know whether having armed

David Feldman Worldwide
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'staff on site deters attackers or potential

attackers?
A. I can't get into the mind of an
attacker. I don't know;
MR. MILLER: We have been going for
an hour. I think we should take a five-minute
break.

THE WITNESS: Sure.
{Recess taken.)
BY MR. MILLER:

Q. Deputy Hall, before the break, I
had asked you early on whether you had taken
FASTER training. Do you remember that question?

A. Yes.

Q. In your answer, I believe yoﬁ said
you have not; is that‘rijht?

A, I have not.

Q. Have you ever signed up to take
FASTER training?

A. I hﬁve not.

Q. Do you know whether the school
district has evervsigned you up?

_ A. I don't‘recall.signing up . I have
inquired to take FASTER. I believe the first

time there was scheduling issues --
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Q. Okay.

A. -- and then I never ingquired again.
So there's a possibility we could have been
signed up, but due to scheduling and time of the
month and all of that, it wasn't available.

| Q. Okay. And when you say you
inquired about signing up, who did you inguire
’ to?
A, I believe the sheriff's office put
out something about the FASTER program, and they
' felt it would be good for one of us to go
through it to experience the program.
l O. By us, when you say one of us, who
do you mean?

A. Myself or the other deputy that's
assigned to Madison.

Q. Do you know whether your other --
the other deputy in fact took FASTER training or
not?

A, He has not.

Q. And so to your knowledge, neither
deputy presently assigned to the school district
has taken FASTER training?

A. That's correct.

Q. Do you know why the sheriff's

L
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department was interested in having you take
FASTER training? |

A, Just to get the experience.

Q. Have you ever been party to
discussions by the board concerning whether or
not to hire additional SROs for the district?

A No, sir.

Q. Have you ever toldlthe board that
they should hire additional SROs?

A. No, sir,

Q. In your opinién, does the school
district need additional SROs? |

A, That would be up to the school
board, sir.

Q. I'm going to bring your attention
to a document that we have marked as Exhibit F
in this set.

(Thereupon, Plaintiffs' Exhibit F,

Firearm Authorization Policy, having been

previously marked, was presented for purposes of

identification.)

BY MR, MILLER:

Q. Have you seen this document before,

1

Deputy Hall?

A, I have not.
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Q. Did you have any role in creating
it?

MR. MILLER: Off the record for
just a moment.

(Thereupon, an off-the-record
discussion was held.)

MR. MILLER: Back on the record.
Before you respond to that éuestion, I want to
memorialize a quick discussion with counsel for
defendants.

In showing the deputy this
document, counsel has expressed that they do not
have any cdncerns regarding Deputy Hall viewing
this document given that he has -- he is a
signatory to a confidentiality agreement with
the district concerning its firearms
authorization policy. Is that accurate, or do
you want to add teo that?

MR. CONOVER: Yeah, that's fair. I
will gquickly add that I think Deputy Hall has
mentioned he has not ever seen this document, so
I would flag that for any further questions, but
also that any questions related to the firearms
authorization policy would still be subject to

the confidentiality agreement between the

800-642-1099 A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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parties and would be marked as highly
confidential and éubject to a later redaction or
something of the sort.
BY MR. MILLER:

g. Okay. Just a couple of questions,

then, since you just testified you have not -

actually seen this document previously. Do you

0 N o U e W N R

know how the board -- strike that.

(o)

Do you know what qualifications are
10 required of armed staff before they can be

11 irmed?

12 A, I know that the requirement was CCW
13I permit, the FASTER program, and then board

14 approval, and then other items that the board

15 required. But off the top of my head, no.

16 Q. Okay. It's not a memory test, but
17 I want to ask a couple of follow-up questions.
18 Do you know how the board determined -- strike
19 that.

20 You've mentioned a couple of items,

21| in particular CCW and FASTER. Are both of those

22 types of training?

23 A. Yes.
24 Q. And CCW stands for what?
25 A. Carry concealed weapon.
|
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Q. And what is the training associated
with CCW in Ohio?
_ A. I have never taken CCW training.
Q. Do you know about how many hours it
is? ’ )
A, I do not.
Q. Do you have any sense of whether
it's more or less than ten?
A. I do not.
Q. Do you know how the board arrived

at these particular training requirements for

armed personnel?

A, I do not.
Q. Did you have any input over the
|
board's selection -- let me rephrase that

slightly. Did you have any input or give any
advice to the board about the training
requirements to set for armed staff?

A, No, sir.
3 Q. Have you ever been at a board

meeting where the training requirements were

discussed?
A, I doen't recall.
Q. Have ybu ever raised any concerns

to the board regarding armed personnel?
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A . I don't recall.

Q. I'd like to show you a document

that has been marked R.
(Thereupon, Plaintiffs' Exhibit R,

community letter from Madison Local Schools,

having been previously marked, was presented for
purposes of identification.)

BY MR, MILLER:

Q. Take a2 quick look at Exhibit R,
please. Have you ever seen this document
before?

A. Give me a second.

Q. Sure. Yeah, no rush. Take your

time to read it, please.
A, Do you want me to answer?
Q. Do you want me to have the question
read back to us? ‘
A. Yes, please. '
MR, MILLER: Could you read back |
the question, please?
(Record read.)
THE WITNESS: I recall some parts
of it.
BY MR. MILLER:

Q. What parts do you recall, or what

David Feldman Worldwide
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do you mean by that?
A. I recall reading this. I'm not

sure who put it out or where it came from, but I

do recall this coming out.

Q. You are not the author of this
document?

A. No, sir. |

Q. Do you know whether you had any |

-~

input in drafting. . it?
A, No, sir.
Q. I want to direct your attention
just to one quick thing on the first page. I
believe you are looking at the second page now.
But on the first éage, the second bullet on the
first page, it's the bullet that begins we spoke
with our SRO and Sheriff Jones. Do you see that
bullet?
A. Yes.
Q. Okay. And I want to direct your
. attention to the second sentence which reads we
also spoke about working with our SROs and the
concern of the SRO arriving on scene with an

armed teacher. |

A, Okay. 1
Q. Is that a concern that you raised
]
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to the board, the concern --
A. I didn't make this document, so
I ~-
Q. I understand: And I understand you
are not the author here. This is not your voice

speaking. But this document suggests the board
spoke to our SRO. I believe that's a reference
to you or your cd—deputy; is that right?

A, Yeah, there's two of us.

Q. And that the board also spoke to
Sheriff Jones. And it further says that we, the
board, also spoke. about working with our SROs
and the concern of the SRO arriving on scene
with an armed teacher. I'm wondering whether
the concern they are referring to is a concern
that you raised to them?

A. I doﬁ't recall.

Q. Okay. Have you ever been concerned

about arriving on scene with an armed teacher?

A. No, sir.
Q. Why not?
A. Because there's a policy in place

that I'm aware of.
Q. Do you understand what that concern

is, in fact, a concern about?

800-642-1099 A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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A. I didn't write this correspondence,
so I don't know, sir.

Q. Okay. A moment ago I asked you a
question about your -- whether you had given any
input to the board or provided any advice to

them with respect to the training requirements

for armed teachers. Do you remember that
question?

A. Yes.

Q. And if you don't mind reminding me

of your response.

A, I believe I said I don't recall.

Q. Okay. I want to show you a
document marked K. I'll take back the exhibits
you've just been looking at and hand you a new
one. Actually, you can leave that one there for
a minute.

(Thereupon, Plaintiffs' Exhibit K,
minutes from the Madison Board of Education
regular Board of Education meeting March 26,
2018, having been previously marked, was
presented for purposes of identification.)

BY MR. MILLER:

. Q. I'm handing you a document marked
Exhibit K. Do you recognize this document?
!
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1 A, I would need to read it for a
2 second. ;
3 Q. ‘Sure. I'm specifically going to
4 ask you about the last page of it, so I don't
5 know that you actually need to read the whole
6 thing, but you're certainly welcome to.
7 A, March of 2018,
8 Q. So I believe the question that is
9 pending, I'll just reiterate it, is do you
10 recognize this document marked as Exhibit K?
11 A, It appears to be board minutes from

12 a board meeting from March 26, 2018.
13 Q. Okay; And was there, in fact, a |

14 board meeting on March 26, 20187

15 A. I don't know, sir. ' |
16 Q. Do you have any reason to doubt

17 there was? - !
18 _ A. There's board minutes, so I would l
19 assume that there was one. |

20 Q. Is there a way to tell whethér you

21 attended this board meeting?

22 A. I don't recall.

23 Q. De you normally attend board |
24 meetings®?
25 A, Recently I have been attending
L e
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them. I'm not sure at what point I started
attending them as far as dates.

Q. Okay. When you say recently, how
recently do you mean?

A. I don't recall.'

Q. Was it before<or after the start of
this schoel year?

A. I would say before.

Q. Do you believe it was before or

after the board meeting at which the board

enacted the resoclution to arm teachers, if you

know?
A, I was at that board meeting.
Q. Okay. .

A, I'm not -~ I don't recall if I was
at previous bﬁard meetings before tpat.

Q. Do you always attend bocard
meetings?

A, Not always.

Q. How do you decide whether or not to
attend a board meeting?

A. It's either brought up in a
discussion between myself, the superintendeﬁt,

or the treasurer or a principal on whether or

not they would like to have an officer at the

800-642-1099

“David Feldman Worldwide

—

A Veritext Company www.veritext.com



CONFIDENTIAL - ATTORNEYS EYES ONLY

w N B

o ~1 o U

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

19 |
20
21 |
22
23
24

25 |

Page 67

board meeting.

Q. Okay. And I take it that one of
the individuals you just mentioned requests that
you come to a board meeting; is that accurate?

A, Yes..

Q. And are those requests so that you

can provide law enforcement services at the

board meeting, or so that you can advise the
board on some topic, or for some other purpose
entirely?

MR. CONOVER: Objection.

THE WITNESS: Just being there as a

pPresence, as a SRO.
BY MR. MILLER:

Q. Have you ever been asked to attend
a board meeting to advise the board on any
topic?

A, No, sir.

Q. I'q like to direct your attention
to the final page of Exhibit K. And you'll see
at the top of this that itlappears to refer to
agenda item 8.02 FASTER program. Do you see

where it says that?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. And I want to refer you to the
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third item from the bottom which begins with the

statement Dr. Jennewine stated. Do you see that
bullet -- |

A. Yes.

Q. ~—- or entry?

A, Yes, sir.

i

Q. And specifically that it says

Dr. Jennewine stated that he spoke with SRO Kent

Hall. Do you see where it says that? |
4, Yes, sir.
Q. Do you recall having a discussion

at any time with Dr. Jennewine concerning the
FASTER program?
A, I recall having a discussion with

Dr. Jennewine referencing the program,. I don't

recall the specific statements that were made.

Q. OCkay. Do you recall having one
discussion with Dr. Jennewine on this topic or
multiple discussions?

A. I don't recall, sir.

Q. Do you know how you had this

discussion, like what type of communication it

was?
A. I see him about every day.
Q. Where do you see him?
David Feldman Worldwide
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A. Dropping his kids off at school.
80, you know, just an everyday thing during
conversation.

Q. Okay. Do you have any specific
recollection of actually having the conversation
that's referenced here?

A, I recall having a conversation with
Dr. Jennewine about the program and items, but I
don't recall the specifics.

Q. What.do you remember about it other
than that it concerned the program?

A. Just that we had a conversation
about the program.

Q. Okay: Dé you see where the bullet
we have been discussing on K continues Deputy
Hall was in favor of the program if the training

process was thorough? Have I read that

correctly?
A. That's what it says.
Q. Did you, in fact, tell

Dr. Jennewine at any point that you were in
favor of the program to arm teachers?
a. I don't recall.
MR. FERGUSON: Objection. Is this

document referring to the program toc arm

David Feldman Worldwide
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1 teachers, or is it referring to the FASTER
2 training?
3 MR. MILLER: I can clarify.
4 MR. FERGUSON: Okay.
5| BY MR. MILLER:
6I Q. The reference in that sentence I've
7 just read you to the program, do you know |
8 whether that's a reference to the FASTER program |
9 specifically, or whether it's a reference to the

10 board's‘program to arm teachers?

11 A, I don't recall.

12 Q. Do you recall having -- strike

13 that.

14 Do you recall telling Dr. Jennewine

15 that you were in favor of the FASTER program if

le the training process was thorough?
17 A. I don't recall.
18 Q. Do you recall having a discussion [
19 or telling Dr. Jennewine that you were in favor
20 of the armed teacher program if its training |
21 process was thoroﬁgh?
22| a. I don't recall.
23 Q. So you don't have a recollection of
24 what that is referring tc either way?
25 A, We have had a couple different
L _J
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discussions. I can't remember exactly what was
said.

Q. Is it important in your opinion for

armed civilian personnel at the school to be
thoroughly trained?

A, In my opinion, any type of training

should be thorough training.

| Q. And specifically we are referring

to training for armed civilians in a school
setting. Should the training for those
individuals be thorough?

A. Any training should be thorough.

Q. Why do you believe that the
training for armed civilians in Madison schools
should be thorough?

A. I don't recall if I said that or
not. Any training should be thorough. If you
go train on something, you should have a
thorough training.

Q. Do you know how the board selected
the FASTER program for its training program as

opposed to other training wvendors?

A, I do not.
Q. Did fou have any role in that
selection?

David Feldman Worldwide

800-642-1099 A Veritext Company www.veritext.com




o N o0 ;B o W N

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

CONFIDENTIAL - ATTORNEYS EYES ONLY

) | Page 72

A. I did not.
Q. If I can bring you back to Exhibit
F for a moment, which I believe is on the table
next to you.
Unde£ review of qualifications, the
final bullet on the second page of this

document -- it's the page that ends in 264. If

I can direct your attention down towards the
bottom, I'll read in summary here, and you can
follow along, and then confirm whether I've read
it right.

The required qualifications -- this
is referring to qualifications for armed
personnel are as follows: Holding a walid Ohio
concealed handgun license, completing a minimum
of 24 hours of response to active shooter/killer
training from an approved vendor, including the
following. And do you see that on the top of
the next page there are three sub-bullets
listing vendors? Do you see that?

A, Yes.

Q. And is one of those bullets in fact
the Butler County Sheriff's Office?

A. Yes.

Q. To your knowledge, does the Butler

David Feldman Worldwide
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County Sheriff's Office provide training in
response to active shooter/killers to armed
personnel at Madison School District?

A. Not that I'm aware of.

Q. Have you been involved in the

creation of any sort of training program

L}

concerning response to active shootexs for

Madison school personnel®?

aA. No, sir.

Q. Are you aware of any colleagues at
the sherxriff's offiée working on any such
training?

A. No, sir.

Q. I'll represent to you that this

document spells out other training obligations
in addition to the ones that we have just

discussed. I just want to take a moment and

find out if you know anything about what they
mean,

There is a reference to -- and this
is on page 264. It's under the heading
training, and it's in the middle of the
paragraph. And it reads any school employee
authorized to possess a firearm shali be

provided additional training in crisis
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intervention, active shooter, management of
hostage situations, and other training as the

board or designee may determine necessary or

appropriate. Did I read that sentence
correctly?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you have any idea what training

is being referred to by that sentence?

A. No, sgir,

Q. Have you had any role in creating
or providing the training that's described by
that sentence to Madison personnel in -- to your
knowledge?

a. No, éir. ~

Q. Have you taken any of the traiming

that's referenced in there to your knowledge?

A. Referenced in where?

Q. In the sentence I read a moment
ago.

a. We take active shooter training.

We take different trainings throughout the year.
Q. Ckay. Do you know whether the

training you are referring to is the same

training that's referred to in this sentence or

not?
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A, I do not.

Q. One other thing on 264. The final
sentence of the training paragraph, which reads
such employees must engage in proficiency
training with ongoing handgun practice, do you
see where it says that?

A. Yes.

Q. Did I read that right? Did I read
that accurately, sir?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you have any role in
administering or ensuring compliance with
proficiency training with ongoing handgun

practice for armed personnel in Madison Schools?

A. No, sir.
Q. You can put this document down.
Thanks. Do you have any role in revising

Madison's emergency management plan?

A, The superintendent at times will
ask -- could ask about different emergency
scenarios or guidélines. With me being the fire

chief, I'm sometimes involved in the fire aspect
of the school also, so --
Q. Are you the fire chief for an area

that encompasses the Madison Local School

J
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District's facilities?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is the name of that district?
A, Madison Township Fire Department.
Q. Okay. Have you ever played any

role in revising portions of Madison's emergency

management plan that relate to actiwve shooter

response?
A, Not that I recall,
Q. And have you had any role in

revising Madison's emergency management plan
with respect to any part of it that deals

specifically with arméd teachers to your

knowledge?
A, Not that I recall.

Q. Do you know what the term NECLA,
N E O L A, NEOLA policies refers to?

A. No, sir.

Q. Do yéu have any role in revising

the Board of Education's pelicies to your

knowledge®
A. No, sir.
Q. And specifically to revising its

NEQLA policies®?

A. No, sir.
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Q. Okay. Did you have any role in

drafting the arm the teacher resolution that was

passed by the board on -- in April 2018 to your
knowledge? |

A, No, sir,.

Q. Do you play any role 'in reviewing

the qualifications of personnel who wish to
become authorized to carry a firearm on Madison
school property?

A, No, sir.

Q. Are you a member of the Board of
Education's security or safety committee, by
either of those némes, that interviews
applicants to go armed in Madison Schools?

A, No, sir.

Q. Have you ever interviewed someone
in connection with their application for
authorization to go armed in Madison Schools?

A, No, sir.

Q. Do you have ény role in revoking a
person's authorization to go armed in school?

A. Not that I'm aware of, sir.

Q. . I'm going to ask you a couple of
follow-up questions on Exhibit F, if I may.

I'll bring you back to it for a second.
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This firearms authorization policy
sets certain limitations on the equipment that
armed personnel are permitted to use. Are you
familiar with any limitations on the equipment
that they are permitted to uée?

A, During the enactment of this
policy, it was shown to me, and it was tbld to
me about the armed personnel and about when they
are supposed to engage and when they are not and
that policy and all of this, but -- I know that
there was information pertaining to this in this
poelicy, but I did not view it at the time.

MR. MILLER: Okay. Can you read
back to me that answer?

(Record read.)

BY MR. MILLER:

Q. I just want to ask to try to
clarify when you began that response with the
phrase during the enactment of this policy, it
was shown to me, ﬁhat do ydu mean by that?

A, The policy of aiming teachers I was
made aware of. ’

Q. Okay. And by policy, the policy
you are referring to in that answer, is that tﬂe

document you're holding as Exhibit ¥ --
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A. These guidelines --
Q. ~~ or is it something else?
A, These guidelines was told to me and

was shown to me, but I don't recall specifics of
the -- like the caliber of the weapon. I den't

recall all of that.

Q. Okay. I guess I'm just trying to
clarify if you have, in fact, seen Exhibit F or
perhaps a pre-enactment version of it, or not, l

if you know? ’ !

A. I was made aware of this policy. l
Q. Okay.
A, It was in front of me. It was told

to me about the policy of the arming of

teachers, but I don't recall specifics about the

policy.

Q. Okay. Do you know who showed it to
you?

A, The superintendent.

Q. And the superintendent ~-- since the

school superintendent has changed, do you
remember which superintendent it was?
A, The current one.
Lisa Tuttle-Huff?

A. Yes.
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1 Q. Dr. Lisa Tuttle-Huff?
2 A. Yes,
3 Q. Do you(remember when she showed
4 this policy to you?
5 A. I do not.
6 Q. Do you remember whether it wés
7 before or after the board enacted this policy?
8 A. I do not.
9 Q. Do you know if it was a draft .
10 policy when she showed it to you?
11 A, I do not.
12 Q. Why did she show it to you?
13 A. She made me aware of the policy and
14 the requirements of the armed staff and made me
15| aware of the policy, but I didn't read the
le policy per line.
17 Q. Okay. Did you actually -~ did she
is actually show you a copy of it, or did she just
19 refer to it? !
20 aA. Showed me a copy.
21 | Q. Okay. Was she showing you it in
22 order to solicit your opinion or information or
23 input on the policy, or was she showing it to
24 you just to make you aware of it?
25 A. Make me aware.
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MR. CONOVER: Objection.

BY MR. MILLER:

Q. Did she ask you any gquestions about
the policy?

4, No, sir.

Q. Did she ask for any guidance from
you on the policy?

A. No, sir,.

Q. If I can direct you to page 265,

which is the third and last page of this
document, and specifically to -- under the
heading selection of firearms, the sentence that
reads school employees authorized to possess
firearms shall be trained on the firearms and
caliber and shall possess only -- excuse me,
shall only possess firearms of the caliber for
which they have received training. Do you see
where that is?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are there any limitations or
restrictions or other guidance with respect to
the type of firearm or the caliber of firearm
that authorized staff are permitted to carry?

a. You would have to ask the board

that established this policy.
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Q. I'm just wondering if you are aware
of any.
A. Not that I'm aware.
Q. Do yéu know whether armed staff --

strike that.

Do you know whether there are any
restrictions on the type of ammunition that
armed staff may use or load their weapons with?

A. You'd have to ask the board.

Q. Are you aware of any restrictions
on the type of trigger mechanism or holst;r that
armed staff must use? | '

A, You'd have to ask the board.

Q. And so you are not aware of any of
the types of restrictions that I've just been
making reference to yourself?

A. You'd have to-ask the board.

Q. Well, I'm just wondering what your
recollection is or knowledge of those
restrictions, if any, is?

A. I don't recall.

Q. Do you do anything to confirm armed
staff are, in fact, compliant with restrictions
on things like ammunition type, holster,

et cetera®?
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A. No, sir.

Q. You don't, yourself, check, for
example, that they have only loaded their weapon
with the proper ammunition?

A No, sir.

Q. Do you do anything to assist armed
staff in maintaining their weapons?

A, No, sir,

Q. Do you know whether armed staff are
responsible for maintaining their weapons or %f
it's somebody elsé? Let me rephrase that.

Do you know who is responsible for

maintaining armed staff members' weapons?

A, You'd have to ask the board.
Q. I'm just wondering if you know.
A. It's their policy. You'd have to

ask the board.

Q. Are you responsible -- are you
responsible in any way for ensuring that armed
staff members keep their weapon concealed while
on school property?

A. It's not my responsibility. It's
the board's policy.

MR. MILLER: Let's take a

two-minute break, and I think we may be at the
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end of our questioning. I just want to take a
| moment to confirm.
(Recess taken.)
MR. MILLER: Let's go back on,
Please.
BY MR. MILLER:
Q. Deputy Hall, just one or two last
follow-up questions. I had asked you earlier

about whether Butler County provided any
training to armed staff members or applicants to
be armed staff members in connection with the
school's armed teacher policy. Do you remember
that question?

A, Yes.

Q. And I believe your answer was no;
is that correct?

A. I don't recall what my answer was
specifically, but I don't believe so.

Q. Okay. And that you, yourself, are
not --

A. Unless you're talking about the CCW
classes that the sheriff provides.

Q. I'm going te -- that's seort of what
I'm going to get into in a sec. But with

respect to armed personnel specifically and the
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training requirements that are imposed for armed
personnel, you are not aware of Butler County
providing any training of that nature to school
district personnel?

a. Could you repeat the gquestion?

Q. That was a mouthful. I apologize.

I don't think we need to further revisit this

o 1 oy b w NN

area. You've testified on it, and I don't think

9 we need further testimony on this particular

10| guestion.
11 I do want to ask about whether

12 Butler County Sheriff's Office provides any form

13 of training of any type concerning firearms to
14 civilians to your knowledge.
15 A. Just what I recently spoke of.

16 Sheriff Jones offers CCW classes for teachers.
17 That's been widely put on the news and talked
18 about.

19 Q. And you said that's CCW classes
20 for -- in particular for teachers?

21 A. I know he has offered it to

22 teachers. I'm not sure if he offered it to

23 octher --

24 Q. Is it open to the general public?
25 A, I don't know, sir.
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Q. Do you have any role in teaching or
administering that class?
A. No, sir.
Q. Does Butler County Sheriff's Office

provide any other training to government
employees who are not themselves law
enforcement?

A, You would havejto ask Sheriff
Jones.

MR. MILLER: I have no further
questions.

MR. CONOVER: Mr. Ferguson®?

MR. FERGUSON: No.

MR. CONOVER: I just have a few
questions if everyone is okay with that.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. CONOVER:

Q. Deputy Hall, thank you for being
here today. I think in your testimony earlier
this evening you had mentioned that your role as
an SRO at Madison is to go -- in the context of
an active shooter situation, is to go to the
threat; is that cérrect?

A. That's correct.

MR. MILLER: Objection.
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|
1 | BY MR. CONOVER:
2 Q. Was it your training that taught
3 you to go towards the threat?
4 A. I would say so. You know, years of |
5 experilience on road patrol, different scenariocs
6 and different types of calls, yeah, that's a
7 training we receive, and that's how we're
8 supposed to respohd.
9 Q. That all relates to your job and
10 your role as a peace officer for the state -- or
11 for Butler County in this case; is that correct?
12 MR. MILLER: Objection.
13 THE WITNESS: That's correct.
14 BY MR. CONOVER:
15 Q. And you mentioned also that Madiscon
le now has two SROs; is that right?
17 A, That's correct.
18 Q. And do you recall when the school
19 shooting at Madison was?
20 A. It was February 29th, 2014.
21 Q. If I represented to it was 2016 --
22 A '16.
23| Q. -~ is that fair? 1Is that yocur
24| understanding?
25 A. Yeah, 201e6.
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Q. Sure: At that time, how many SROs
did Madison have?
A, One, 7
Q. So it was after the school shooting

in 2016 that they hired a second SRO; is that
correct?

A, That is correct.

Q. Are you a resident of the Madison

Local School District?

A. I am,
Q. And as a resident of the community,

what are your views on the district's -- the |
school board's decision to arm some of its staff
members?

MR. MILLER: Objection.

THE WITNESS: I fully support it.
Everybody should have a right to defend
themselves,. I strongly believe in the CCW, that '
everybody should be able to protect themselves.

MR. CONOVER: I think that's all I
have. Thank you, Deputy, for being here. ‘

RECROSS-EXAMINATION
BY MR. MILLER:
Q. Deputy, when you just answered ‘

counsel’'s last question, you spoke about |
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supporting the district’'s resolution because, in
your view, everybody should have a right; is
that what you said?

A. That's correct.

Q. And the right you are referring to
is what right?

A. To be able to protect themselves.

Q. And specifically to carry a firearm

'in doing so; is that right?

MR. CONOVER: Objection.
THE WITNESS:: If you need to.
BY MR, MILLER:
Q. The right you're referring to, is
that the Second Amendment right?

MR. CONOVER: Objection.

THE WITNESS: I strongly believe
everybody should have the right to protect
themselves.

BY MR. MILLER:

Q. And do you believe that the staff
members of Madison Local School District before
the board enacted.the resolution we have been

discussing did not, in fact, have that right?

h. Repeat the question.
Q. Did the board -~ excuse me,. bid
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staff of the Madison Local School District have
that right before the board enacted this
resolution?

MR. CONOVER: Objection.

THE WITNESS: In my opinion,
everybody should have the right to protect
themselves.

BY MR. MILLER:
Q. Do you have any other reasons for
supporting the district's armed staff policy?
A, I just strongly believe everybody

should be able to protect themselves.

Q. I'm just asking whether --

A. I'm a strong advocate of the CCW
permit.

Q. Okay; So you can think of no other

reascon for supporting the policy than your
suppeort for CCW and individuals' right of
self-defense; is that correct?

A. I just strongly believe somebody
should be able to protect themselves, and I'm a
supporter of the CCW program.

Q. When counsel also asked you a
moment ago about the shooting that happened at

Madison School District in February of 2016, you
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made reference to your training teaching you to
go towards the attacker; is that accurate?

MR. CONOVER: Objection,.

THE WITNESS: Yes.
BY MR. MILLER:

Q. When the shooting happened in
Madison School District in 2016, you were on
duty; is that right?

A. Yes..

Q. And you did, in fact, pursue the
attacker and ultimately apprehended him; is that
corxect? ¢

A. I pursued the attacker, and with
help of other area law enforcement personnel, we
did secure the shooter.

Q. How did you know to pursue the
attacker as opposed to taking some other course
of action?

A. At the time of the shooting
incident, the victims were being treated by
school staff, he was fleeing on focot, and it was
my job to attempt to apprehend him.

Q. I guess all I'm asking is how you
knew it was your job to attempt to apprehend

him? Did you rely on your training to know
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that?
A. Yes.

How much time elapsed between the
start of the shooting and your arrival on the
scene of the shooting, if you know?

MR. CONOVER: Objection.

THE WITNESS: Approximately eight
to nine secondé.

BY MR. MILLER:
Q. It was a matter of seconds, wasn't
it?

MR. CONOVER: Objection.

THE WITNESS: Yes.

BY MR. MILLER:
Q. Did you have any time to consider
anything other than your training in those eight

or nine seconds?

A. You just fall back on your
training. You kind of --
Q. Is it fair to say that in an

emergency like thé one you, yourself,
encountered, you fall back on yocur training?

A. You fall back on your training.
You do what you think is the right and the best

thing to do.

|
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Q. Traiping is, in fact, of paramount
importance in guiding how you respond --

MR. CONOVER: Objection.

BY MR. MILLER:

Q. -- to an emergency like this; is
that right?

MR. CONOVER: Cbjection.

THE WITNESS: Training -- training
will help you do your job.

BY MR."MILLER:

Q. Did you rely on anything else other
than your training when deciding how to respond
in those eigﬁt or nine seconds?

MR. CONOVER: Objection.

THE ﬁITNESS: I don't recall.

MR. MILLER: Nothing further. So
the last thing that we need to cover is how the
witness will review and sign the transcript. 1If
we can go off the record for just a moment.

(TEereupon, an off-the-record
discussion was held.)

MR. MILLER; Back on, please. Just
to memorialize‘the agreement we just described
with counsel, we are anticipating having this

transcript available for the witness's review on

800-642-1099 A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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Wednesday of next week, which is the 16th of |

January. And then the witness, through counsel, |

they will sign that -- he will
no later than the 25th of
to the understanding that if

circumstance comes up, we will

discussions to extend that if

i necessary. Is that accurate, Counsel?

FERGUSON: That's accurate.

MILLER: We are done.

: - ]
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) 188

herein, having read the

I, JOHN KENT HALL, the witness

foregoing

testimony of the pages of this deposition,

do hereby certify it to be a true and

correct transcript,
corrections, if any,

page.

subject to the

shown on the attached

Sworn and subscribed to

this

JOHN KENT HALL

before mnme,

, 20109.

Notary Public
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STATE OF OHIO )
COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY ) SS: CERTIFICATE

I, Karen M. Rudd, a Notary
Public¢ within and for the State of Ohio, duly
commissioned and qualified,

DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the
above-named JOHN KENT ﬁALL, was by me first duly
sworn to testify the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth.

Said testimony was reduced to
writing by me stenographically in the presence
of the witness and thereafter reduced to

typewriting.

I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am not a
relative or Attorney of either party, in any
manner interested in the event of this action,
nor am I, or the court reporting firm with which
I am affiliated, under a contract as defined in

Civil Rule 28(D).
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set
my hand and seal of office at Dayton, Ohio, on
this 15th day of January, 2019.

K thgu M?W

KAREN M. RUDD

NOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF OHIO

My commission expires 5-21-2022
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1 INSTRUCTIONS TO WITNESS
2
3 Please read your deposition over carefully
4 and make any necessary corrections. You should state
5 the reason in the appropriate space on the errata
6 | sheet for any corrections that are made.
7 After doing so, please sign the errata sheet
8 and date it. |
9 You are signing same subject to the changes
10 you have noted on the errata sheet, which will be
11 attached to your deposition.
12 It is imperative that you return the original
13 errata sheet to the deposing attorney within thirty
14 (30) days of receipt of the deposition transcript by |
15 you. If you fail to do so, the deposition transcript
16 may be deemed to be accurate and may be used in court.
17
i8
19
20 | '
21|
22
23
24
25
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1 ERRATA
2
3
4
5 I wish to make the following changes,
6 for the following reasons:
7
8 PAGE LINE ‘ |
9 we  ___ CHANGE:
10| REASON :
11 — ____ CHANGE:
i2 REASON:
13 . CHANGE:
14 REASdN:
15 _ CHANGE :
16 | REASON:
17 L CHANGE:
18 REASON:
19
20
JOHN KENT HALL DATE
21
22I SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE
23 ME THIS __ DAY OF___ _ , 201
24;
1
25 | NOTARY PUBLIC COMMISSION EXPIRES
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